George gmmrgmﬁos
1796

The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations 1s in
extending our commercial relations, to have with them as little political
connection as possible. So far as we have already formed engagements, let
them be fulfilled with perfect good faith. Here let us stop. Europe has a set
of primary interests which to us have none; or a very remote relation.
Hence she must be engaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which
are essentially foreign to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it must be unwise
in us to implicate ourselves by artificial ties in the ordinary vicissitudes of
her politics, or the ordinary combinations and collisions of her friendships
or enmities.

It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion
of the foreign world; so far, I mean, as we are now at liberty to do it; for let
me not be understood as capable of patronizing infidelity to existing
engagements. I hold the maxim no less ﬁowromzw to public than to private
affairs, that robmmww is always the best policy. I repeat it, therefore, let those
engagements be observed in their genuine sense. But, in my opinion, it is
unnecessary and would be unwise to extend them.

“Farwell Address” T
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Monroe Doctrine
James Monroe

1825

In the wars of the European powers in matters relating
to themselves we have never taken any part, nor does 1t
comport with our policy so to do. It 1s only when our
rights are invaded or seriously menaced that we resent
injuries or make preparation for our defense. With the
movements in this hemisphere we are of necessity more
immediately connected, and by causes which must be
obvious to all enlightened and 1mpartial observers. The

olitical system of the allied powers 1s essentially
&mmwmsﬁ in this respect from that of America.... We owe
it, therefore, to candor and to the amicable relations
existing between the United States and those powers to
declare that we should consider any attempt on their
part to extend their system to any portion of this
hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety.
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Inaugural Address-James Polk
March 1845

In the earlier stages of our national existence the opinion prevailed with
some that our system of confederated States could not operate
successfully over an extended territory, and serious objections have at
different times been made to the enlargement of our boundaries...
Experience has shown that they were not well founded. The title of
numerous Indian tribes to vast tracts of country has been extinguished;
new States have been admitted into the Union; new Territories have
been created and our jurisdiction and laws extended over them. As our
population has expanded, the Union has been cemented and
strengthened. As our boundaries have been enlarged and our
agricultural population has been spread over a large surface, our
federative system has acquired additional strength and security. Jts
confidently believed that our system may be safely extended to the
utmost bounds of our territorial limits, and that as it shall be extended
the bonds of our Union, so far from being weakened, will become
stronger.




“War Message”
Woodrow Wilson
1917

We are now about to accept gage of battle with this natural foe to
liberty and shall, if necessary, spend the whole force of the nation to
check and SCEW_ its pretensions and its power. We are glad, now
that we see the facts with no veil of false pretense about them, to
fight thus for the ultimate peace of the world and for the liberation
of its peoples, the German peoples included: for the Emﬂ;m of
nations great and small and the privilege of men everywhere to
choose their way of life and of obedience. The world must be made
safe for democracy. Its peace must be planted upon the tested
foundations of political liberty. We have no selfish ends to serve. We
“desire no conquest, no dominion. We seek no indemnities for
ourselves, no material compensation for the sacrifices we shall
freely make. We are but one of the champions of the rights of
mankind. We shall be satisfied when those rights have been made as
secure as the faith and the freedom of nations can make them.




“Pearl Harbor Speech”
Franklin Roosevelt

1941

Yesterday, Dec. 7, 1941 - a date which will live in infamy -
the United States of America was suddenly and
deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire
of Japan...

A ffﬁm

The United States was at peace with that nation and, at
the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with the
government and its emperor looking toward the
maintenance of peace in the Pacific.

I believe I interpret the will of the Congress and of the
people when I assert that we will not only defend
ourselves to the uttermost, but will make very certain that
this form of treachery shall never endanger us again.




b The zm%mrm: Plan
George Marshall
1947

Aside from the demoralizing effect on the world at large and the possibilities of
disturbances arising as a result of the desperation of the people concerned, the
consequences to the economy of the United States should be apparent to all. It is
logical that the United States should do whatever it is able to do to assist in the
return of normal economic health in the world, without which there can be no
political stability and no assured peace. Our policy is directed not against any
country or doctrine but against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos. lts
purpose should be the revival of working economy in the world so as to permit
the emergence of political and social conditions in which free institutions can
exist. Such assistance, I am convinced, must not be on a piecemeal basis as
various crises develop. Any assistance that this Government may render in the
future should provide a cure rather than a mere palliative. Any government that is
willing to assist in the task of recovery will find full cooperation, I am sure, on the
part of the United States Government. Any government which maneuvers to
block the recovery of other countries cannot expect help from us. Furthermore,
governments, political parties, or groups which seek to perpetuate human misery
in order to profit therefrom politically or otherwise will encounter the opposition
of the United States.




“Address to the Nation on National m@msih@g

Ronald Reagan
1983

I clearly recognize that defensive systems have limitations and raise -
certain problems and ambiguities. If paired with offensive systems, they
can be viewed as fostering an aggressive policy, and no one wants that.
But with these considerations firmly in mind, | call upon the scientific
community in our country, those who gave us nuclear weapons, to turn
their great talents now to the cause of mankind and world peace, to give
us the means of rendering these nuclear weapons impotent and obsolete.

Tonight, consistent with our obligations of the ABM treaty and
recognizing the need for closer consultation with our allies, I'm gﬁsm an
important first step. I am directing a comprehensive and intensive effort
to define a long-term research and development program to begin to
achieve our ultimate goal of eliminating the threat posed by strategic
nuclear missiles. This could pave the way for arms control measures to
eliminate the weapons themselves. We seek neither military superiority
nor political advantage. Our only purpose--one all people share--1s to
search for ways to reduce the danger of nuclear war.




- @wmm:mﬁos m@m@or at g@mﬁ Point”
George W. Bush
2002

Yet the war on terror will not be won on the defensive. We must
take the battle to the enemy, disrupt his plans and confront the
worst threats before they emerge....In the world we have
entered the only path to safety is the path of action. And this
nation will act...Our security will require the best intelligence
to reveal threats hidden in caves and growing in laboratories.
Our security will require modernizing domestic agencies, such
as the F.B.1., so they are prepared to act and act quickly against
danger. Our security will require transforming the military you
will lead. A military that must be ready to strike at a moment's
notice in any dark corner of the world. And our security will
require all Americans to be forward looking and resolute, to be
ready for preemptive action when necessary to defend our
liberty and to defend our lives.




